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place complete trust in the Lord that He would clear
all the impediments that lie in the path of his spiritual
progress. This conviction, this trust, relieves him of all
undue worries and makes him happy and blissful till
he attains his goal.

The commentator Narayanamuni notes towards the
end that the meanings of the mulamantra, dvayamantra
and caramasloka are explained through the first, fifth
and seventh verses of this hymn respectively.7 A further
point of interest according to some is that Parasara belongs
to that category of prapanna-s who adopt the
sadvaraka-prapatti, that is, prapatti which is subsidiary
to bhakti, and thus differs from those to whom prapatti
is the principal factor (angm}, called advaraka-prapatti.^

BHAGAVADGUNADARPANA

The Bhagavadgunadarpana is the name of Parasara's
commentary on the Visnusahasranamastotra^ which forms
chapter 149 of the Anusasanaparvan (13th parvan} of
the Mahabharata. It has to be mentioned jhat this popular
stotra has received nearly 40 commentaries of which
Sankaras commentary seems to be the earliest. Parasara's
commentary differs from those of others in being
Visistadvaitic in approach and very elaborate in exposition,
quoting profusely not only from the Upamsad-s and the
Epics but also from a number of Purana-s. The name
of the commentary Bhagavadgunadarpana ('a mirror to
the qualitites of the Lord') makes it clear that according
to Visistadvaitins the Supreme Brahman is not nirguna
as held by the Advaitin, but an abode of a number of
auspicious qualities. In fact Parasara discusses the relative
importance of the saguna -texts and explains the
nirguna -texts- as speaking of the Lord as bereft of all
the undesirable qualities.